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FROM THE EDITOR

May “Ragchew”

We are living in extraordinary times, and the
country is facing a crisis unprecedented in
peacetime. Obviously our first priority is to
family, also friends and neighbours, particularly
the frail and elderly. Technology which didn’t
exist a decade or so ago enables local
communities to quickly establish lines of
communication so that nobody “falls through
the net”.

As mentioned in my leader column, I plan to
produce “Ragchew” on a monthly basis for the
foreseeable future. Obviously I need plenty of
material and articles so it’s the usual plea. The
deadline for the next issue is Sunday 19th April.

Communication is of course at the heart of our
hobby and in the absence of our regular
meetings at Churchdown School, our various
club nets are providing a vital role in
maintaining contact with members. Many
thanks to those who act as net controllers also
to all those who take part in keeping the “club
spirit” alive.
With our meetings suspended, I will endeavour
to produce “Ragchew” on a monthly basis so
more than ever I need your contributions. Many
thanks to those who responded to my plea in
last month’s issue.
Members will have been saddened to learn of the
untimely death of Barry Allen M6UBJ. Barry
(Bazza) made many friends in the club and his
jocular banter at our meetings will be sorely missed.
We offer our condolences to his family.
In this issue Richard M0HNK continues with the
concluding article on his VLF receiver up-converter.
Tom G3XMM describes another Morse key in his
collection, this time a World War 2 type J38.
Mike G4IZZ has responded to my appeal for an
article on taking part in the UKEICC series of
contests. Many thanks Mike!
Welcome and thanks to John 2E0POE submitting
his first article to “Ragchew”, describing the Ubitx
V Multiband QRP transceiver which he has recently
built. Part 1 in this edition.
Malcolm G6UGW continues his series reviewing
the Radio Spectrum from 300Hz - 300GHz and this
month he describes the Very Low Frequency Band
3kHz - 30kHz.
Our trip to Lundy in early March (how long-ago that
seems) was a low-key affair, but I did manage to
get on-the-air, with interesting results on 70cm
Stay safe, stay well!
73 Brian G4CIB (g4cib@outlook.com)

Copy can be emailed to me g4cib@outlook.com
or posted to my home QTH:
“The Larches”
2 Poolhay Close
Corse Lawn
Gloucester
GL19 4NY

Radio 4 - again!
I know I have mentioned my addiction to Radio 4
before in “Ragchew” but as I’m typing this I’m
listening to “More or Less” giving a fascinating
insight into the risks and statistical analysis of the
current coronavirus pandemic. Worth a listen on
BBC iPlayer - the programme was broadcast on
Wednesday 25th March

Contest Roundup by Brian G4CIB
Members continue to support the UKAC series of
VHF contests and as we approach the end of March
the club is in 21st position in the Local Clubs table.
In the 144MHz FMAC Local Clubs table we are
currently in 9th position, and in the 432MHz FMAC,
also 9th position.
In the 80m Club Championship the club is well up
the Local Clubs table, in 8th position out of 42 clubs
listed.
On a more general note, the RSGB have issued the
following notice:“From RSGB HF Contest Committee and VHF
Contest Committee. Update (24/03/2020) to the
recent Rule Changes: As a result of the
Government’s updated position on people's
movements, the VHFCC and HFCC have taken the
decision that, until further notice, we can no longer
allow any entries from stations operating from
portable or alternative addresses or from multioperator stations. Single operator entries from
shared stations will also not be accepted unless the
station is being shared by family members living at
the same postal address.”
As this issue is going “to print”, the RSGB is
consulting on the possibility of daytime weekday
contests.

(To be continued next
month - the final
assembly)

John 2E0POE

Editor’s note - since we are not meeting at club, I will be pleased to forward any
requests for further information to Mike G4IZZ. Email me at g4cib@outlook.com

Radio Grimeton and building a VLF upconverter - Part 2
By Richard M0HNK

The Radio Spectrum
by Malcolm G6UGW
Part 2 - Very Low Frequency 3kHz-30kHz
These frequencies correspond to a wavelengths between 100 to 10km. Because of the ability of these waves to
penetrate sea water, this band is used to communicate with submerged submarines. This part of the radio
spectrum is also used for navigation and time signals.

RSGB Training Manuals
by Brian G4CIB and Leta G4RHK
We have the following books available for members who may wish to study during the next few months
Foundation Manual £4.50
Intermediate £6.50
Full £10.00
Exam Secrets £14.00
All will be mailed with free post and packing.
Email you orders to contactus@courtyardbooks.co.uk or telephone us on our home number Gloucester
(01452) 780688. Please note - our shop in Ledbury is currently closed and it is mail order only. Payment
may be made by cheque payable to "Courtyard Books" and posted to our home address at "The Larches",
2 Poolhay Close, Corse Lawn, Gloucester GL19 4NY. Alternatively pay by BACS - account name Courtyard
Books, account number 36816639, sort code 60-09-02.
If your reading tastes extend to non-radio titles, either fiction or non-fiction, you can order new books from
https://www.hive.co.uk/ for home delivery. Please nominate Courtyard Books as your favourite bookshop and
we will receive a small commission - in these troubled times, every little helps!

G4CIB and G4RHK on Lundy
By Brian G4CIB
Our trip to Lundy started on a dull Monday in early March when small group of us assembled at
Hartland Point in North Devon for the briefing for our helicopter flight to Lundy. The Flight Dispatcher
carefully weighed everyone along with our luggage (10kg max) and with a lot of calculator key
punching, pencil and paper scribblings, a few rubbings out, a seating plan emerged. Leta was
nominated to sit in the front seat with the pilot and yours truly the passenger in the back with the
headset ready to relay to the other passengers any instructions from the pilot.
The flight is quick and no sooner had we left the North Devon coast, Lundy came into view and we
were quickly approaching the landing area. Luckily the island Marisco Tavern is a short walk from
the landing area so lunch was the first priority. By mid-afternoon we were unpacking and settling
into Castle Cottage on the south-east tip of the island.
Jim 2E0GKN had arranged a 2 metre SSB sked with us on the Tuesday morning. Weight
restrictions had meant that I was not able to take an amplifier so I was relying on 5 watts from my
FT817ND, also I only had a dipole so it was going to be interesting to see if we could make the
contact. Jim and his friend Tom were located on Haresfield Beacon, and used an FT290R, an
amplifier running about 35 watts and an HB9CV antenna. Signal reports were exchanged - Jim
5-6 on Lundy, my signals 5-3 at Haresfield Beacon.
On the Tuesday evening it was the 432MHz UKAC. The antenna I used was an HB9CV - once
again the luggage weight restrictions precluded me from taking a larger antenna. With 5 watts I
managed just 5 qsos, all in different locator squares - 2E0VCC/P (IO70SP), G4RRA (IO80BS),
M0BUL (IO82NG), G4ASR (IO81MX) and GW4MBS (IO71XW).
Towards the end of the week, the weather rapidly deteriorated and by the Thursday evening for
the 50MHz UKAC, the wind was up to Force 8/9. The 3/2 wave wire dipole survived for just one
QSO with G4CLA in IO92JL
Our next visit to Lundy is scheduled for the end of June, but this looks increasingly unlikely that it
will happen. So we will have to wait until next year for our next visit which is scheduled for 1st - 8th
May 2021.

Ready to go! Leta
G4RHK sat in the front
seat, belted-up and
waiting for take-off!
Photo by Dr Gabriele
Schmidtlein.

2m dipole set up ready to work Jim 2E0GKN/M

70cm HB9CV ready for the March UKAC
from Lundy

Jim 2E0GKN/M in QSO with G4CIB/P
Photo by Tom Bradley

2E0GKN/M set up on Haresfield Beacon
Photo by Tom Bradley

