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FROM THE EDITOR - G4CIB

New Year - New Challenges

May I take this opportunity to wish all members of
GARES a Happy New Year and a Healthy and
Prosperous 2019.

How about trying something new in 2019? In the
spirit of self training how about trying a new mode?
Perhaps you have always run high power? How
about trying some QRP? Whatever new challenge
you take on, how about writing an article for
“Ragchew”? Email your article to me at
g4cib@outlook.com

On 9th January 1969 I turned up at the “Lamb Inn”
by the entrance of Kings Square for a meeting of
the then Gloucester Amateur Radio Society. The
little “signing in” book does not record the meeting
details and time has dimmed my memory!
I had first become aware of Amateur Radio in the
late 1950s when I listened to the 40m band on my
father’s radiogram. CW and AM (amplitude
modulation) were the modes of choice, with the
occasional SSB (single sideband) station. When I
left school I went to what was then Rugby College
of Engineering Technology to study electrical
engineering. The college had an amateur radio
station with its own call sign - G3VWI - and my
interest was rekindled which resulted in me taking
the City and Guilds Radio Amateurs Exam (RAE)
in the summer of 1968 just before I left college. To
get a Class A call sign enabling you to operate on
the HF bands, a pass in the RAE and a 12wpm
Morse test was mandatory, but a Class B licence
was available with the RAE pass. The lowest
frequency available, however, was 432MHz (70cm)
and with no commercially available equipment, this
was definitely an experimenters band. Around this
time the rules were relaxed allowing Class B
licence holders access to the 144MHz (2m) band.
Returning to Gloucester I started a Graduate
Apprenticeship at Smiths Industries in Bishop’s
Cleeve in the autumn of 1968 and amateur radio
was again put on the “back-burner”. Once again
my memory is hazy how I found out about the
GARS meetings at the “Lamb Inn” and I seem to
remember that I only attended a few meetings
there before the club moved to the RAFA (Royal
Air Force Association) Club in Spa Road as the
whole of Kings Square and the surrounding area
was being razed to the ground for redevelopment.
The technical advances in our hobby have been
enormous during the 50 years I have been a
member of the club and the opportunities for
experimentation continue to expand exponentially.
Member John Rowing M0NRZ has submitted an
article on the development of a CI-V (remote)
interface for his IC7300. Light years away from the
technology available when I joined the club 50
years ago!
73 and good DX!
Brian G4CIB

A New 2m Beacon
Many thanks to Dave G4BCA for alerting me to a
new 2 metre beacon GB3SEV on 144.432MHz,
located at IO82UI, Stourport-on-Severn. The
antenna is a 4 element yagi but at the time of
writing this I am not sure of the beam heading. The
licence holder is well-known 2m UKAC contester
M0VXX.

Heathkit Now Becoming Collectable!
A few weeks ago I was casually browsing on ebay
for nothing in particular when I came across some
Heathkit items. Further investigation revealed that
many of their products have become sought after
and are fetching serious money!
A further search and I discovered the following web
sites:https://shop.heathkit.com/shop
http://heathkit.glosnet.com/

Development of a CI-V (Remote)
Interface for the Icom IC-7300
By John Rowing M0NRZ
This is a commentary on a work in progress using
an Arduino Mega 2560, an Ethernet Shield, a
prototyping shield and a handful of low cost
components. The Arduino IDE used to program the
device is available for free download at
www.arduino.cc but once you master it, I suggest
that it’s worth making a small donation to the
Arduino site to ensure that the IDE can continue to
be developed. There are also some very good
tutorials on You-Tube : I recommend the ones by
Jeremy Blum.
Also take a look at Processing.org for development
of ‘sister’ apps to run on your PC or Mac.

Christmas Holiday Operating

Leta G4RHK and Brian G4CIB on Dumbleton Hill
in QSO with Anne 2E1GKY - Boxing Day.
Rig - FT817ND

Looking South from our /P operating position
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